


Friday 1st April 2022        Term 1  Week 9

Greetings, Kia Ora, Talofa, Bula Vinaka,
Konnichi wa, Dobrodošli, Sawa dee, Failte

 
We are approaching the end of Term 1 and 
heading in to Autumn.  I am so proud of our 
team jiggling the ever changing environment 
of Covid.  Our students are so adaptive and 
are embracing moving between home 
learning and school to keep their focus on 
achievement. We have had many relievers 
helping us out which is a busy time. It is not 
always easy and we appreciate the support 
from you our whanau too.

I began writing this newsletter in isolation too 
- it is a blessing to be able to keep connected 
via online methods. I am now back and other 
staff are isolating. As always, our priority is to 
keep our tamariki safe.  I am so grateful for 
our team working together.

The announcement made on Wednesday 23rd 
March is a welcome positive step to re- 
opening our kura to whanau again.  We look 
forward to hosting events for whanau within 
the red alert level settings, wearing of masks 
and distancing with a view to reconnecting.

EASTER
Term one has been action-packed with our 
liturgical calendar as our tamariki have learnt 
about Shrove Tuesday, Ash Wednesday, Lent, 
St Joseph’s Day, our school charism of Mercy 
and our values.  We are getting closer to 
Easter which is one of the main celebrations 
in the Church.  Father Larry has been 
coordinating our Sacramental Programme 
with Helen Payne.  Our tamariki celebrated 
their First Communion last weekend.  
Congratulations to them all for this step in 
their faith journey.

Don’t forget to see Father Larry or contact 
the school if you wish your child to be 
baptised over Easter too.  This is a great 
opportunity for our new whanau.

DATA GATHERING AND ASSESSMENT
Our teachers are now assessing and 
planning ahead for their students based on
the learning in the classroom, bookwork, 
groupwork and the test data gathered.  The 
teachers use a range of information to inform 
their next steps.  The learning of your 
child/ren is also being shared on Seesaw so 
that you are getting current and ongoing 
updates.  Our reports are based on this and 
we love to see your comments and input too.  
Please ensure you are connecting to Seesaw 
to share these important updates.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Our staff are working hard behind the scenes 
continuing to gain professional development 
and learning opportunities.  Focus areas we 
are currently involved in:
Manaiakalani - focus on writing with a 
connection to critical thinking and ongoing 
digital fluency.
Kahui Ako - local curriculum development
NZ Histories Curriculum - linking to our local 
curriculum development
Positive Behaviour for Learning - building on 
our values and systems

We have some staff members taking part in 
personal goals such as leadership 
development, others leading maths and 
health and P.E.  It is great model learning to 
our learners!
Stay safe everyone.
God bless
Kathryn Carey (Principal)

Atawhai                  
Mercy

Special points of interest: 

● Sunday 27th March First Holy 
Communion

● Friday 8th April Chanel Day - 
wear green

● Sunday 10th April Palm Sunday

● Wednesday 13th April Easter 
Passion Play

● Saturday 16th April Baptism 
7pmTika

Integrity
  

Aroha
Love

  

Pono
Truth

  



DRS COLUMN
I really love the Easter celebration falling within 
the school term. Our children will be taking part in 
the Easter Passion Play at the end of this term.  
Each class has their own part as follows:

Kiwi/Pukeko:

● The Entry into Jerusalem
● Palm Sunday

Kea:

● The washing of the feet
● The last supper

Tui:

● Jesus prays in the garden

Kakapo:

● Peter denies Jesus
● Jesus before Pilate and Herod

Te Kahu:

● Jesus carries the cross to Calvary
● Jesus is nailed to the cross
● Resurrection - new life

The students learn so much from acting the parts in 
this passion play and the learning is very 
authentic.  They all dress up in traditional 
costumes which adds to the joy and learning.  
Unfortunately we are unable to invite whanau to 
school to enjoy our play, so we will record it and 
share on Seesaw for you all.

 

 

Our church has a very rich tradition, and the 
Easter celebrations are the most important of 
all in the Catholic Church.   The week begins 
with Palm (Passion) Sunday on 10th April.  
Palm Sunday is an opportunity for our children 
to take part in the richness of our Catholic faith 
with the smell, sound and sight of these 
traditions. Processing to the church, waving 
palms and singing makes things a little more 
interesting for children. 

The next important day is Thursday when the 
Last Supper is remembered and is also the 
―Washing of the feet. On Good Friday, it is the 
next part of Holy Week. At this time we 
venerate the Cross, where we recognise that 
Jesus died on the cross. On Holy Saturday there 
is a Vigil Mass. Father Larry is also celebrating 
baptism for our community where many of our 
children are being baptised from school on 
Saturday at 7pm.  

Everyone is included so come along to take part 
in the baptism at this special time in our 
calendar.  During Holy Saturday the Passion is 
read and remembered. Then there is the most 
important celebration of the year—Easter 
Sunday, celebrating Jesus’ Resurrection at 9am 
on Sunday morning.  

We hope that you are able to join in at some of 
these special celebrations in our Church. Who 
knows, Father Larry may even have some 
delicious easter eggs to share with our children 
over this weekend too.

We hope that you enjoy our passion play as 
much as we do as a school community.  The 
learning is often well remembered by our 
tamariki as they bring to life these special 
traditions.

God bless,  

Kathryn Carey



PCS School Calendar
School Term  One Calendar 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

31
Wk1
Red alert level

1 2
TOD

3
First day of Term 
1.  Informal 
Whakatau

4
Newsletter

5 6

7
Wk2
WAITANGI DAY 

8
Swimming starts

9
Swimming 

10
Swimming 

11
Tui Mass
Assembly

12 13

14
Wk3

15
Swimming 

16
Swimming 

17
Swimming 

18
Te Kahu Mass

19 20

21
Wk4

22
Swimming 

23
Swimming 
CATHOLIC 
REVIEW

24
Swimming 
CATHOLIC 
REVIEW

25
Kakapo Mass
Assembly

26 27

28
Wk5

1
SHROVE TUESDAY
Swimming 

2
ASH WEDNESDAY
Swimming 

3
MATHS LEAD
PB4L
Swimming 

4

Newsletter

5 6
Christ the 
King

7
Wk6

8 9 10 11
Kiwi Mass

12 13

14
Wk7

15 16 17
St Joseph's Day
Fun swimming 
session

18
PCS SWIMMING 
SPORTS 
POSTPONED

19 20

21
Wk8

22 23 24
Annunciation

25 26 27

28
Wk9

29 30 31 1
Newsletter
Assembly

2 3

4
Wk10
Ping Zero Trailer 

5 6 7 8
CHANEL DAY 
Wear Green
Kea Mass

9 10
Palm 
Sunday

11
Wk11

12 13
PASSION PLAY

14

Last day of the 
term

15
EASTER

16 17

This calendar gives you an idea of what is coming up during the term.  Put the dates somewhere important to remember them. 
Dates can change at times, so please check notices on SeeSaw and Facebook as the newsletter is monthly.  If there are last 
minute changes we will notify you by See Saw or our school Facebook page and update our free app Skool Loop.  Make sure you 
contact Maree in the office to ensure your details are up-to-date. * Please note all events are pending the current Covid-19 
levels.

 



ST JOSEPH’S PARISH 

Mass Times

Our Week Day Mass  (Covid dependent)

At 9.15am Wednesday and Friday in KAITAIA

Weekend Mass 

Locations, as follows:

Every Saturday at 6pm and Sunday 9am, KAITAIA

Every Sunday 3:30pm, MANGONUI

Every second and third Sunday of the month 11am, 
AWANUI

Other news and notices
Communication

If your child is absent from school, 
please remember to get in touch to let 
us know why. 
You can contact us via

● SeeSaw
● Skool Loop
● call or text 021 867 615
● email 

office@pompallierprimary.school.nz

If there is a change to your usual after 
school arrangements (e.g. no bus, after 
school care, etc), please contact the 
school office by 2.00pm at the latest.

mailto:office@pompallierprimary.school.nz




St Joseph’s Day Celebrations
Check out the fabulous effort made for our annual St Joseph’s Day 
celebrations.  We had all sorts of fabulous role models such as 
dentists, nurses, Police officers, maths teachers, farmers, 
tradespeople and our very own St Joseph!  How blessed are we to have 
such wonderful people in our lives who represent being servants of 
God.  The learning that sits behind these Feast Days is a celebration.  
We also acknowledge our church of St Joseph where we can gather as 
a community to learn more and develop our personal faith journey.



St Joseph’s Day Celebrations
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In our junior school we use shared books to 
support our reading program. This is an 

interactive opportunity for children to question 
and share thinking and supports and guides 

proficiency in reading. We have lots of creative 
fun supporting our learners through shared 

book experiences. 

Children 

learn 

empathy 



Senior Syndicate
The senior syndicate has been hard at work. Te Kahu has been learning 
about the war and have used descriptive language to share what they 
think being a part of this would have felt like. Kakapo has produced 
some awesome learning about the sea and how we can take better 
care of it. In Tui they have also been taking a look at our oceans and the 
different creatures that live in there. All the teachers are very proud of 
our senior students for being flexible, resilient and independent with 
their learning over the past few weeks. Keep up the awesome mahi 
seniors! Check out some images of our learning below!



Pompallier Catholic School
Thanks to the below businesses for sponsoring our School app:  Skool Loop

If you would like to advertise on the 
Pompallier Catholic School Skool Loop 

App please email 
Content@skoolloop.com

To download our app: In Google Play & App 
Store search ‘Skool Loop’ & choose 
Pompallier Catholic School once installed.

mailto:Content@skoolloop.com

